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SOUTHAMPTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE 

 
Tuesday, 11 June 2013  (2:00 pm – 3:45 pm) 

 
Councillor Godfrey G Olson  (Chairman) 
Councillor David Airey  (Vice-Chair) 
Richard Ward  (Hon Secretary) 
 
Members Present: 
 
Councillor Colin Davidovitz Hampshire County Council 
Phil Dominey South West Trains 
Mrs M Finch Bitterne Park Residents' Association 
Dave Lees Southampton International Airport 
Councillor Sharon Mintoff Southampton City Council 
Councillor Ms A Mortimer West End Parish Council 
Robin Tice Winchester City Council and 

(Winchester Air Group) 
Mr G Wilkinson Southampton Action for Access 
Councillor Anne Winstanley Eastleigh Borough Council 
 
Deputies Present: 
 
Mrs Jan Halliday Southampton International Airport 
Mrs J Smith Bitterne Park Residents' Association 
Councillor Victor Snook Bishopstoke Parish Council 
 
In Attendance: 
 
Patrick Collins Southampton International Airport 
Mike Glen Southampton International Airport 
Karin James Eastleigh Borough Council 
Tony Wright Eastleigh Borough Council 
Vicky Parkes Southampton International Airport 
Jo Quint Southampton International Airport 
 
Apologies: 
 
Councillor Mrs Susan Blatchford Southampton City Council 
Jimmy Chestnutt Hampshire Chamber of Commerce 
Councillor J S Neal Test Valley Borough Council 
Diane Sebon Townhill Park Residents Association 
Councillor Jan Warwick Winchester City Council 
Councillor J N S Anderdon Test Valley Borough Council 
Denise Barlow Hampshire Chamber of Commerce 
Councillor James Byrnes Winchester City Council 
Councillor Alan Broadhurst Eastleigh Borough Council 
Neil Scott Eastleigh Borough Council 
Steve Brine MP Winchester Parliamentary 

constituency 
John Denham MP Southampton Itchen Parliamentary 

Constituency 
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Alan Whitehead MP Southampton Test Parliamentary 
Constituency 

Caroline Nokes MP Romsey and Southampton North 
Parliamentary Constituency 

Mike Thornton MP Eastleigh Parliamentary Constituency 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIR FOR 2013-2014 

 
RESOLVED –  
 
That Godfrey Olson be elected as Chairman of the Committee  for 2013-
2014. 
 

2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR FOR 2013-2014 
 
RESOLVED – 
 
That David Airey be elected Vice Chairman of the Committee for 2013-
2014. 
 

3. APPOINTMENT OF HON SECRETARY FOR 2013-2014 
 
RESOLVED – 
 
That Richard Ward be appointed Hon Secretary of the committee for the 
year 2013-2014. 
 

4. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 FEBRUARY 2013 
 
RESOLVED –  
 
That the minutes of the meeting of 12 February 2013 be confirmed and signed 
as a true record of the meeting.   
 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
It was suggested and agreed that a member of the Local Economic 
Partnership be asked to be a member of the Committee. 
 
The Chairman advised he had received an email from Dr Keith Smith who had 
attended the previous meeting.  He asked “As a matter of integrity (mine and 
the CCs); at the next meeting where in the main the people who heard the last 
exchange will be present, please will you ask the NATS representative to 
outline the preferred routing rules for aircraft departing North that he eluded to 
and which caused him to say my statement was wrong.” 
 
Mr Lees agreed to address the issue when speaking to his report.  
 

6. AIRPORT MANAGING DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
 
David Lees presented his report previously circulated with the agenda.   
 
In addition to the figures in the report which showed reduced passenger 
numbers Mr Lees confirmed that the figures for May, received after the report 
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had been written, showed growth.  Although movements were down by 6.9% 
aircraft capacities were being maximised.  In addition to the new Summer 
routes included in the report Mr Lees advised that they had now lost the route 
to Dusseldorf, and the only route to Germany was now to Hanover.  
 
The strong ski programme which runs from December to February or March 
(depending on snowfall) would this year include a route to Innsbruck run by 
Austrian Airlines using a Fokker 100, a 100 seater aircraft.   
 
To pick up on the routings to the North, and the clarification sought by Dr 
Keith Smith following the previous meeting, Mr Lees showed a map of the 
area and explained that aircraft leaving Southampton Airport flew straight for 
2.5 miles, then at the 2.5 mile point aircraft were directed or vectored to join 
one of the airways above the South of England. The airways are akin to aerial 
motorways, and aircraft are directed into these airways avoiding other arriving 
and departing flights from both Southampton but also from the larger London 
Airports located across the South East of England. The Airways run East – 
West and North – South above the Southampton area, and involve aircraft 
travelling to the channel Islands turning 180 degrees to fly South towards the 
Isle Wight, whereas flights to Europe fly initially East along the South coast.    
 
Inviting questions he was advised that the Air Community section on the 
Airport website was not easily readable being presented in very small print.  
Jan Halliday said she was grateful for the observation and confirmed this 
would be investigated. 
 
Comment was made that when the Airport invited people/organisations to 
apply for grants it was unclear when decisions would be announced.  Mrs 
Halliday advised that the Community Trust met three times a year and 
comprised a broad spectrum of local individuals including Dawn Baxendale of 
Southampton City Council, Bernie Topham of Eastleigh Borough Council 
together with representatives of airport staff and airlines.  The next meeting 
was to be held on 24 June with applicants being advised of their decision by 8 
July.  The next Board would take place around September time with 
applicants being advised in late September/October.   
 
Members noted and thanked Mr Lees for his comprehensive report and 
commented they were pleased to see complaints at such a low level. The 
grant that had been given to the QEII Centre had been very gratefully 
received.  Although sorry to see the Dusseldorf route go Members were 
pleased to see the Winter sports route to Innsbruck as well as the route to 
Amsterdam which provided the opportunity for partnership with KLM. 
 
 

7. NOISE ACTION PLAN 
 
Patrick Collins advised the Southampton Airport Noise Action Plan was 
progressing.  The contours for 2012 were now available and once reviewed 
would be presented to the Committee.  The Government’s Aviation Policy 
Framework and Guidance was being studied to see how it will affect 
Southampton International Airport and how to lower impact.  
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8. RAIL LINK TO PORTSMOUTH - STEVE THURSTON, HEAD OF PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
Steve Thurston gave a presentation on the rail link to Portsmouth (attached) 
and its importance given that 20% of passengers come from PO postcodes. 
 
Improved access to London was a joint marketing initiative between South 
West Trains and Flybe.  It is considered very important for there to be a 
sustainable frequent service particularly as Southampton Airport is seen as a 
key airport for the Channel Islands as well as parts of Northern France.   
 
David Lees agreed to check whether passengers with reduced mobility were 
being taken into account in this joint initiative with particular reference to 
bookings from the Channel Islands.   
 
Richard Pemberton, Sustainable Transport Officer for Eastleigh Borough 
Council (EBC) reported that EBC had thoughts on various issued particularly 
regarding long term planning and the possibility of a Southampton to Brighton 
rail link.  Many passengers currently travel from Chichester to Gatwick but 
given the appropriate links might travel in this direction.  It was agreed that the 
Consultative Committee should write making representation for such a 
proposal. 
 

9. MARKETING UPDATE - VICKY PARKES, MARKETING MANAGER 
 
Vicky Parkes gave a presentation on recent marketing initiatives (attached).  
A question arose regarding the free parking allowance of 10 minutes for 
picking up passengers.  Mr Lees advised airports have a varied approach 
from some giving no free time and some offering as much as 45 minutes. 
Therefore 10 minutes seemed quite reasonable. 
 

10. THE AIRPORTS COMMISSION - RESPONSE TO THE CALL FOR 
SUBMISSIONS - TONY WRIGHT, PLANNING POLICY EASTLEIGH 
BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
Tony Wright advised that he had attended a briefing on the work of the 
Airports Commission, established in 2012 to independently examine airport 
capacity in England.  A suggested response to the Commission had been 
included in the report, in response to their call for comments on making the 
best use of existing airport capacity in the short and medium term.    
 
The Committee agreed that the recommended submission be made to the 
Airports Commission but in addition to express their wish to see improved rail 
links to Portsmouth and links to the east, and in paragraph 2 to add 
connections to Amsterdam and Paris as they are such large centres with 
worldwide connections. 
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11. MONITORING OF THE FLYING CONTROLS AGREEMENT - TONY 

WRIGHT, PLANNING POLICY EASTLEIGH BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
Consideration was given to a report by Tony Wright which summarised the 
statistics of operational activity at Southampton Airport for the January to April 
period of 2013 provided by Southampton Airport in accordance with the Flying 
Controls Agreement between the owners of the Airport and the Borough 
Council.  The report also compared the figures with those for the previous 
year.   
 
The report was noted. 
 

12. TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP FEEDBACK 
 
The Committee was advised that the Technical Working Group had met two 
weeks ago and the two main issues had centred around the concerns of the 
Winchester Air Group in terms of routings to the north of the Airport.  The 
working group and had endorsed the conclusion that the Committee had 
agreed at the last meeting that there was nothing in addition to the usual  
updates that should be offered to the Group.  
 
No news had been received on the survey undertaken by the Winchester Air 
Group regarding the views of residents on air movements during the Olympic 
period where forced route changed had been imposed.  Mr Tice advised that 
the survey had fallen down as no meaningful statistics had been achieved.   
 
It was agreed that minutes of the Technical Working Group should be 
circulated with these minutes.   
 

13. UPDATE ON ATTENDANCE AT NATIONAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE - 
RICHARD WARD, HON SECRETARY 
 
Richard Ward reported back on the National Annual Conference of Airport 
Consultative Committees that he and the Chairman had attended on 6 June 
2013.  Items for discussion included:  
 
Aviation Policy Framework and the Capacity Debate 
DfT Review of Guidelines for ACCs  
CAA’s Information Powers 
CAA Consumer Panel 
Persons with Reduced Mobility  
UK Aviation Update  
European Aviation UpdateSustainable Aviation – Noise Road Map  
 
The full minutes of the meeting could be accessed on the following website as 
soon as they are available: http://www.ukaccs.info . 
 
Mr Ward reports that the DfT guidelines for Consultative Committees had yet 
to be released however a commitment had been made to have these 
available in 2013.  A representative of the DfT gave a presentation and it 
would seem the intention was to retain the current principles and release good 
practice guidelines.  They emphasised the intent that Consultative 
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Committees should have a wide range of membership and cover a wide range 
of issues which should address passenger issues. It was hoped that more 
news would be available by the next meeting of this Committee.  
 
With regard to passengers with reduced mobility (PRMs) delegates were 
asked to consider the services provided at their airports for PRMs and to 
highlight any issues of concern or examples of best practice.  It was 
considered that Southampton fell with within the parameters discussed.   
 

14. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 
The next meeting of the Committee would be held at the Airport on Tuesday 8 
October at 2pm. 
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