
  
 
  

SOUTHAMPTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE 

10 February 2017 

RESPONSE TO THE CONSULTATION ON THE SAFE USE OF 
DRONES IN THE UK. 

Report of the Secretary to the Committee 

 

Recommendation 

Members of the Committee are invited to put forward their views and confirm if they 
wish a response to be submitted on behalf of the Airport Consultative Committee. 
 

Purpose 
 
This report seeks to inform and advise the committee as to the Department for Transport’s 
consultation on the safe use of drones in the UK. This consultation can be accessed 
through the following link 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/579562/con
sultation-on-the-safe-use-of-drones.pdf. 

 
 

 

Introduction 

1. Although the emergence of drone technology brings with it numerous 
opportunities to develop public and commercial services, their potential for 
misuse has prompted the Government to be proactive in its guidance. 
Accordingly, the Department for Transport has issued a consultation paper 
that addresses safety, security and privacy challenges that drones present.  

2. The consultation period is currently live in the UK, and the Department for 
Transport is inviting comments from a number of groups including; the 
aviation industry, drone operators and manufacturers, members of the public, 
research institutions and local authorities. The deadline for correspondence is 
15 March 2017. 

Proposals  

3. A number of UK based drone operators have highlighted that identifying and 
accessing an appropriate drone testing facility is neither effective nor 
affordable. Therefore, to support the innovation and growth of drone services, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/579562/consultation-on-the-safe-use-of-drones.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/579562/consultation-on-the-safe-use-of-drones.pdf


  
 
  

the Government is inviting views on whether the current provision for drone 
testing is adequate or whether there are any ways in which it could be 
improved.  

4. To keep up its promise of expanding drone technology safely, the 
Government is considering whether new competency standards and 
qualifications for drone pilots are required. In the UK today, there are several 
pilot competency requirements which are relevant to drone operators, 
although no formal drone pilot qualification exists. The consultation suggests 
implementing a clearer and more extensive set of competency standards. It is 
suggested that this would solidify safety standards across the sector. 

5. Although laws applying to the reckless or negligent use of drones by civilians 
already exist, frequent breaches are still occurring. Despite research into mid-
air collisions between drones and aircraft showing that damage is likely to be 
minimal, leading researchers do concede that the high density of the motor 
and volatile nature of the batteries do pose a significant threat, particularly 
when considering their potential impact on the windshield and turbine engine, 
respectively. To combat this hazard, the Government plans to raise 
awareness through guidance aimed at parents, a knowledge test for leisure 
users and changes to the Air Navigation Order 2016 to make drone flying 
rules simpler. 

6. Similarly, in the interest of preventing further breaches, the Government are 
inviting comments on whether the severity of deterrents should be increased 
when any of the small drone laws are broken.  

7. The consultation sets out the need for improvements to no drone flying zones 
and enforcement thereof. Two proposals are being suggested; designing and 
issuing standardised drone flying restriction signs for use by public bodies and 
organisations, and, making information of flying restrictions more readily 
available and accessible to drone users. 

8. The Government is considering whether to introduce a registration scheme, 
requiring owners to register themselves and any drones they own that exceed 
250g. Mandatory registration could address some of the challenges posed by 
drones by targeting drone owners with educational materials ensuring that 
they are aware of their responsibilities. Furthermore, registration would give 
the Government indications of the number of drones in the UK; this could be 
useful in assessing risk and developing future policy. 

9. The consultation also outlines proposals to make drones electronically 
identifiable. This would have a number of benefits, for example: drones would 
be able to detect and avoid each other while flying, ensuring safety, while the 
ability to electronically identify drones from the ground would help with the 
enforcement of drone rules and no fly zones. 

10. The final proposal set out in the consultation is on the management of drone 
traffic. The Government expects that it will have to implement a system similar 
to air traffic management, in order to deal with the demand for multiple, 
simultaneous and long distance drone flights. The consultation gives an early 



  
 
  

taste of what this drone traffic management system may look like and invites 
relevant parties to comment on the proposed characteristics. 

Conclusion 

11. Members are invited to comment on the Department for Transport’s proposals 
and decide if they wish to submit a response. 

 
 


